THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

of such a weapon obviously raises some grave questions upon which
I do not propose to trench to-day.

Slight repairs to buildings are being done as quickly as possible.
As a temporary measure these are usually rough protective repairs to
roofs and windows. A large force of building workers is engaged on
this work. Copious reinforcements have been brought in, and are
being brought in, from the provinces by the Minister of Labour, and
are arriving here daily. Repairs to a very large number of houses
have already been carried out, but there are areas where the blast
damage is at present somewhat ahead of our growing repair forces.
This will be remedied as time goes on.

As to evacuation, as I have said, everyone must remain at his post
and discharge his daily duty. This House would be affronted if any
suggestion were made to it that it should change its location from
London. Here we began the war, and here we will see it ended. We
are not, however, discouraging people who have no essential work to
do from leaving London at their own expense if they feel inclined to
do so by the arrangements they make. In fact, they assist our affairs
by taking such action at their own expense. We do not need more
people in London than are required for business purposes of peace and
war. For people of small means, who are not engaged in war work
and wish to leave, registers have been opened and arrangements will
be made for their transfer as speedily as possible to safer areas. Children
are already being sent at their parents' wish out of the danger areas,
which are by no means exclusively confined to the Metropolis. There
is, of course, the bomb highway over which the robots all pass before
reaching that point of Southern England which I have ventured to
particularize this morning. Children are being sent if their parents
wish out of the danger areas, and in all cases mothers with small
children, or pregnant women, will be given full facilities by the State.
And we do not propose to separate the mother from the child except
by her wish, but a terrible tiling happened last time. Mothers were
separated from children of two or three years of age, and, after a period,
when they had saved up money and got time to go down and see
them, the children hardly knew them. I hope now with our growing
strength, reserves and facilities for removal, we shall be able to say
to a mother with three or four children, " If you wish to leave, it is
perfectly possible. Arrangements will be made to take you into the
country with your children. If you wish them to go by themselves
and you wish to stay here with your husband, or because of your job,
then arrangements can be made that way too." We do not consider
that the scale of attack under which we lie at present justifies Govern-
mental compulsion in any case. In order to speed these arrangements,
the Minister of War Transport, Lord Leathers, has arranged that the
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